
 

STATEMENT BY THE CONGOLESE CIVIL SOCIETY ON THE DECISION OF THE 

CUSTOMS AUTHORITY BORDER PROTECTION OF THE USA ON ARTISANAL 

AND SMALL SCALE EXPOLOITATION GOLD FROM THE DEMOCRATIC 

REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 

 
Civil society actors working on the governance of the mining sector in eastern DRC met 

in Goma in a workshop organized by the “Observatoire de la Société Civile Congolaise 

pour les Minerais de Paix (OSCMP)”, in collaboration with IMPACT-DRC and the Southern 

African Resource Watch (SARW), from 11-13 November 2019 to analyze the international 

context about the exploitation and commercialization of gold from artisanal mining in 

the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

 

These meetings were attended by delegates from the provinces of Bas-Uélé, Haut-Uélé, 

Ituri, the provincial city of Kinshasa, Maniema, North Kivu, South Kivu, Tanganyika and 

Tshopo. The representatives of the North Kivu Mining Administration, the private sector 

and the Technical and Financial Partners also took part. 

 

As a result of the decision of the United States Customs and Border Protection Authority 

(CBP) that any publicly traded US Corporation and any companies trading in artisanally 

mined gold from the DRC should prove that this gold was not extracted under conditions 

of forced labor.  

 

Given the willingness of the Government of the DRC to continue efforts to clean up the 

artisanal gold mining sector, actors of the Congolese Civil Society point out that this 

measure is biased and discriminatory as far as the DRC is concerned. DRC has 

domesticated and implemented all regional and international instruments relevant to 

the integrity of the minerals supply chain. 

 

The Congolese Civil Society regrets that instead of supporting DRC’s efforts to clean up its 

mining sector, the decision of the US Customs and Border Protection will not only 

discourage efforts to establish responsible gold supply chains, but also lead to a de facto 

embargo that will inevitably deprive local communities of livelihoods on one hand, and 

exacerbate cross-border smuggling on the other. 

 

Therefore, the Congolese Civil Society demands the outright lifting of the US Customs and 

Border Protection decision. 

 

The Congolese Civil Society reaffirms its commitment to support the DRC government's 

efforts to eradicate forced labor in the artisanal gold mining sector so that it contributes 

significantly to stability, development of local communities and to the economic growth 

of the DRC. 

 

Done at Goma on 12/11/2019 

 

The participants 

 

N° Organization  Province Participant 

 

Contacts 

01. Action pour la 

Communication pour la Vie 

/ ACV 

Nord-Kivu Christophe 

BABUNGA 

+243992970586 

02.  Action des Chrétiens 

Activistes des Droits de 

l’Homme à Shabunda 

/ACADOSHA 

Sud-Kivu Blaise BUBALA 

BULAMBO 

+243975037727 



03. Association des Femmes 

Juristes du Congo/Kisangani 

Tshopo Me Don ZAWADI +243815219590 

04. Association des Exploitants 

miniers Artisanaux pour la 

Pacification et la 

Reconstruction de l’Ituri 

Ituri Louis BEDIDJO +243812411445 

05. Bureau d’Etudes 

Scientifiques et 

Technologiques / BEST 

Sud – Kivu Marline BABWINE +243973434919 

06. Cadre de Concertation 

pour les Ressources 

Naturelles / CDC – Bunia 

Ituri Jimmy MUNGURIEK +243820875088 

07. Convergence asbl Nord – Kivu Azile Tanzi +243817477171 

 

08. Coalition des Organisations 

de la Société Civile des 

Grands – Lacs contre 

l’exploitation illicite des 

Ressources Naturelles / 

COSOC –GL 

Sud – Kivu Philemon CHIKURU +243997759531 

09. Coalition Publiez ce que 

vous Payez de la RDC 

Kinshasa Alex KIBINGO +243899652921 

10. Centre des Recherches sur 

la Démocratie et le 

Développement en Afrique 

/ CREDDA  

Nord – Kivu  Pr Kennedy BINDU +243995450496 

11. Centre des Recherches et 

d’Etudes Stratégiques / 

CRESA 

Sud - Kivu Benjamin BISIMWA +243852341550 

12. Centre des  Recherches 

pour l’Environnement, la 

Démocratie et les Droits de 

l’Homme / CREDDHO 

Nord-Kivu Corneille 

SEMAKUBA 

+243998679959 

13. CARITAS – Développement / 

Diocèse de Goma  

Nord - Kivu Primo – Pascal 

RUDAHIGWA 

+243997767663 

14. Centre National d’Appui au 

Développement et à la 

Participation Populaire / 

CENADEP 

Sud - Kivu Serges NAMIRA +243821910974 

15. Dynamique Culturelle pour 

le Développement du Bassin 

de l’Uélé / DDBU 

Bas - Uélé Espérance KUAZA +243813953916 

16.  Dynamique des Femmes 

des Mines / DYFEM 

Nord - Kivu Brigitte BASHALI +243818722601 

17. Groupe d’Appui à la 

Transparence et la 

Traçabilité des Ressources 

Naturelles / GATT-RN 

Nord-Kivu Fidel BAFILEMBA +243993100908 

18. Justice pour Tous / JPT Sud - Kivu Raoul KITUNGANO +243994184777 

 

19. Institut Interculturel dans la 

Région des Grands – Lacs / 

Pole Institute 

Nord-Kivu Léopold 

RUTINIGIRWA 

+243820717333 



20. Maniema Liberté /  MALI Maniema KASONGO SALEH +243811447056 

 

21. Maison de Gouvernance du 

Secteur Extractif / MGSE 

Nord - Kivu Paisible 

MADJALIWA 

+243991633624 

22. MAX  IMPACT Sud - Kivu SAFANTO 

BULONGO 

+243826688036 

23. Regroupement des 

Populations Actives pour le 

Developpement Integral / 

REPADI 

Maniema Emile ASANI +243810964013 

 

24.  Réseau d’Innovations 

Organisationnelle /RIO 

Sud- Kivu Véronique 

MINYEGO 

+243971452512 

 

 

25. Réseau des 

Environnementalistes et 

Communicateurs des 

Ressources Naturelles / 

RECOREN 

Haut - Uélé Dieu Merci 

THUAMBE 

+243817417307 

26. Réseau pour la 

Conservation et 

Réhabilitation des 

Ecosystèmes Forestiers / 

Réseau CREF 

 

Nord - Kivu Isaac MUMBERE +243995472018 

27. Save Act Mine / SAM Nord - Kivu Jamal USENI 

 

+243998863543 

 

28. Observatoire Gouvernance 

et Paix / OGP 

Sud - Kivu Eric KAJEMBA +243811716075 

29. Observatoire des Ressources 

Naturelles / ORN / Diocèse 

de Kalemie 

Tanganyik

a 

David NGOY 

LOHAKA 

+243810807246 

30. Observatoire de la Société 

Civile Congolaise pour les 

Minerais de Paix / OSCMP 

Nord - Kivu Alexis MUHIMA +243813133781 

31. Société Civile de Walikale / 

SOCIWA 

Nord – Kivu Dieudonné ISANDA  +243812638879 

32. Bureau de Coordination 

Provinciale de la Société 

Civile du Nord-Kivu 

Nord-Kivu Ir John BANYENE +243994038669 

 

 

Pour tout contact: 

 

Alexis MUHIMA SHINJA 

E-mail: alexmuhima@yahoo.fr 

              oscmprdc@gmail.com 

Tél: +243813133781 /+243997769094 
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